
1 
 

 

 

Acknowledgement 

 

 

 

 

I dedicate this piece of writing at the divine lotus feet of my Beloved Guru, Guide and God, Bhagavan Sri 

Sathya Sai Baba and to my dearest mother Mrs. Anandi Parameswaran. 

Swami indicated to me that people have heard journeys from ‘Shirdi to Parthi’, but not many have heard 

the other way around. So ‘I’ want you to note and record the experiences and create material for the 

journey from ‘Parthi to Shirdi’.  

Hence I have heard the inner voice that is my Lord’s voice and made a humble attempt to jot these down 

and share it with all of you. 
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Parthi to Shirdi 

 

Introduction 

 

I offer my humble pranams at the lotus feet of my Divine Guru, God and Guide, Bhagavan Sri Sathya Sai 

Baba who has guided and protected me throughout my life and still continues to do so. This piece of work 

is inspired by Him and I will write what He directs me to. 

I will briefly introduce myself as an extremely blessed and fortunate person to be under the Lord’s 

shadow for the past 35 years. For me, from the time I started praying or knowing about God, it was 

always Swami (Bhagavan Sri Sathya Sai Baba). Whichever temple I went to, whatever deity I visited, 

they were all just Swami for me. That was the form for me and still is. Though I have not been fortunate 

to be blessed with an interview or interacted with Him physically, He always took care of me as the 

eyelids take care of the eyes. HE has always been there for me. 

I knew that He had incarnated as Shirdi Sai in His previous body, but I was not particularly attached to 

the Shirdi form. I had great reverence for the Master of Shirdi but was limited to just having pictures of 

Him in my altar, nothing more. I have visited Shirdi only once when I was about 8 years old. After that I 

never was drawn or felt the need to visit Shirdi, since we used to visit Parthi every year. 

The Lord’s ways are mysterious. How He chooses to come, in which form and when, is beautifully 

planned by Him. This work is a humble attempt to bring out the divine mysterious ways of the Lord. 

Many people have described about their journey to Swami after being Shirdi Sai followers, mine is the 

other way round. How Shirdi Sai made a swift entry in my life and in such a short span of time, has 

changed my life and made me realise the oneness of both the avatars. I thank Swami for putting this 

beautiful thought of penning down the experiences and sharing with all of you. 

 

Bhagawan Sri Sathya Sai Baba ji ki Jai 

Samartha Sadguru Sainaath Maharaj Ki Jai 
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Chapter 1- Baba’s Homecoming 

 

 

Initial picture- Jan 2012 

 

We have a prayer room at our home and I always wished that we should have a life size picture of Sri 

Sathya Sai Baba and a small statue of Shirdi Baba. We decided that we would try to get one when we 

visited Jaipur (India) in December 2011. Jaipur is famous for beautiful marble statues especially of Hindu 

deities. We visited a showroom on 21st Dec 11 and saw this stunning statue of Baba, but it was quite big 

and we were looking for a smaller statue. There weren’t many options for smaller ones and the one which 

we had set our eyes on was just too beautiful. This statue just drew us towards it like a magnet and HE 

(Baba) decided to come home.  

We didn’t have a proper place to keep the idol. But then it was HIS decision to come, hence we knew that 

HE will take care of that. We finalized the shipping of this beautiful statue on 22nd Dec (Thursday- Baba’s 

day). They informed us that it would reach Singapore in 12-15 days. We got back from India and tracked 

the courier, who informed us that the package would be delivered on 11th Jan 2012, Wednesday. I tried 

requesting them to deliver on the 12th, which was a Thursday. They refused and said it was fixed for 

Wednesday only and in case we wanted it on Thursday, we should pick it up ourselves, which was an 

impossible task since the statue weighed 100kg plus. So we left it to Baba’s wish. If He willed to come 

home on a Wednesday, so be it.  

We have our prayer sessions every Monday. A group of ladies chant Lalita or Vishnu sahasranamam and 

other prayers. I had decided to have prayers at our place on the 9th Jan 2012, Monday. I was getting ready 

with the prayer preparations when suddenly at 9.15am there was a knock at the door and to my utter 

surprise the courier guys had got our package. I was very surprised to have the early delivery, that too on 

a Monday exactly after Rahu kaalam (which is an inauspicious time-7.30 to 9am every Monday).  

Baba had arrived early on Monday morning and the date was 9th (9 is Baba’s number). Here I would just 

like to recollect that my daughter being a Shiva devotee had wanted us to get a Shiva statue instead of 

Baba statue. We just convinced her that Baba was verily Shiva and she should be happy that Baba was 

coming home. And here He arrives on Monday the auspicious day for Lord Shiva as Shiva swaroopa. 

I was so happy to have Baba on the day of prayers and another great surprise was in store. My in-laws 

called up to wish my husband as it happened to be his star birthday (which is more significant for us than 

the actual date of birth as per the hindu calendar) which we didn’t know. My joy knew no bounds.  

Baba exactly knew when He wanted to be installed at our home. Baba’s statue has added more divine 

vibrations to our home. I feel He is physically sitting and guarding our house. 

Samartha Sadguru Sainaath Maharaj Ki Jai 

 

http://premaarpan.files.wordpress.com/2013/01/img_0152.jpg
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Chapter 2- “Jadhoo” Baba 

 

 

                         

               Pic 2- The Sai Temple                                                         Pic 3- The ‘Jadhoo Sai” 

 

As mentioned in the earlier chapter we didn’t have a proper place to install the Baba statue at our home. 

So I had placed it at the entrance of our home below a window along with a Ganesha statue and Swami’s 

picture. I lit a lamp and agarbatti (joss sticks) every morning and evening and used to keep the “Om Sai 

Namo Namo” chanting CD on. It sort of started creating a different atmosphere at home, though we 

always used to have prayers and bhajans at our place, it seemed that this was being accentuated.  

My husband didn’t want a paraphernalia for the statue, he liked it as it was. He was afraid of staining the 

marble with the flowers and the kumkum/ chandan etc. But who are we to decide? It’s HIS wish. As 

mentioned the statue was placed below the window and afternoons used to be very sunny, so our Baba 

decided that He needs an umbrella, and very soon on a Monday morning in April’ 12, my sis in law gets a 

beautiful orange umbrella, which was perfectly fitting and matching the statue as if it was made to order. 

Then I was prompted to offer simple garlands on Thursdays and my friend took it up as her seva and to 

this day promptly gets garland for Baba every Thursday.  

This simple routine for Baba went on till August 2012. When we moved to our new house, things 

suddenly took a new vigor. Baba had got himself a beautiful temple (I will describe in the next chapter 

how all this came about), regular prayers started, He started being adorned with beautiful shawls, pheta 

(head gear), rose garlands and offered loads of prasad. Our house has been transformed to a temple every 

day for us and on Thursdays for others. We are wonderstruck at how things are quickly happening and 

how He gets His things done, that I have named Him ‘Chalu Baba” (Clever Baba) and my husband calls 

Him his ‘Jadhoo’ (one with a magic power) 

                           

Samartha Sadguru Sainaath Maharaj Ki Jai 
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Chapter 3- Our home in Singapore 

 

We have been in Singapore for the past 15 years and were wanting to buy our apartment here for some 

time. We were on the lookout for a suitable one and were very particular on having an extra room which 

would be solely used as a Puja room. This was our long time wish and with Baba coming, this became 

more intense. We wanted (rather He wanted) to have a proper place for Baba.  

Around last week of Jan 2012, we saw a beautiful apartment with an additional room and with a fantastic 

sea view. I was more keen on the extra room and first went to see that room and instantly could see (in 

my mind) our Baba seated there. Then I thought since I loved the view maybe I imagined Baba to be 

there. We didn’t hear from the agent about the apartment for a week to 10 days.  

In the meanwhile we saw another apartment which was also quite nice and in fact the owners living there 

were Indians and had Swami’s picture at their place. They were quite keen on selling that apartment. My 

husband also was ok with that house, but I didn’t get the feel that it was right for us. Meanwhile I could 

also hear Swami’s voice indicating that just because His picture was there, we should not take hasty 

decision. We should wait.  

Around first week of Feb 12, the first apartment agent got back to us and things started moving and we 

got the apartment by His grace. By the time the formalities were complete it was 10th April’12, 

(Monday). We were very thankful to the Lord.  

By His grace and direction a temple was planned in the extra room. It came out more beautiful than 

expected and Baba was installed there as per the Divine plan (Cover picture of this book). The chosen 

date for our grahapravesam (house warming ceremony) was 20th Aug 2012 (Monday again).  

Remember, Monday (9th Jan12) was the day He (Baba’s idol) landed home. Since then all the auspicious 

happenings at our place is on Mondays. We inaugurated the temple with beautiful chants of Lalita 

Sahasranamam on the Grahapravesam day and from then on, by His grace various spiritual activities are 

being conducted in that very temple.  

I have no words to thank the merciful Sai for this divine leela. He knows when and what is right for us. 

Samartha Sadguru Sainaath Maharaj Ki Jai 
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Chapter 4- Parthi Sai and Shirdi Sai are the same 

 

I was very happy with the temple and the presiding deity (Shirdi Sai) at our home. But there was always 

this question in mind, as to how come suddenly this avatar had chosen our place to be installed, since I 

was so attached to the Sathya Sai form rather than the Shirdi form. My dad was here with us for a while 

after we moved in to the new house. He lives in Puttaparthi and serves at Swami’s (Sri Sathya Sai Baba) 

ashram (Prashanthi Nilayam). His reasoning was that since we were performing the Rudrabhishekam at 

our place every year for the past 4/5 years including the abhishekam of Shirdi Baba, He had blessed us 

thus. I was not fully convinced though that seemed to be a good reason enough. 

So on one Thursday, ie 13th Sept 12, early morning, He decided to provide me with an answer. I had been 

reading this beautiful book titled “Swami” by Mrs Gita Paramahamsa. She is a great devotee of Swami 

and Swami has graced her with His infinite blessings. HE considered her as HIS daughter and took care 

of everything for her. I was just thinking about how blessed she was (though Swami has done everything 

for me, I felt something was missing- as usual the monkey mind desiring for more), when I went to bed 

on Wednesday night. (12th Sept 2012).  

Early next morning, I had a beautiful dream of Swami in which He took me and my husband through a 

flight of stairs to a big hall and was explaining to us about some arrangements to be done for some 

prayers and that He would take care of those arrangements. I don’t recollect exactly what He instructed 

us. Meanwhile in my background Mrs Gita (the author) was around. Then Swami suddenly turned to me 

and asked me “Kuch nahi diya tum ko? (Have I not given you anything? in hindi) and gave me a whole 

lot of vibhuti (somewhere in my mind I had the feeling that He has never blessed me with vibhuti from 

His picture in my house). I was surprised to find that it was not the usual vibhuti, instead it was coarse udi 

(Shirdi kind of udi) with sugar crystals. Then Mrs Gita told me that He loves all of us equally and that He 

has blessed me with the vibhuti. The beautiful dream ended thus. 

I got up very excited on Thursday morning. We had satsang that morning at our place and I was narrating 

this experience to my friends. I was pleasantly shocked when one aunty told me that in Shirdi the 

prasadam given is usually udi and white sugar. I didn’t know about that as I have just visited Shirdi once 

as a young girl of 7 or 8. On that divine Thursday, He provided this beautiful answer to me. He proved 

that both forms are verily the same. Again and again this mind needs convincing and assurance that He is 

that Lord Narayana who came first as Shirdi avatar and now as our beloved Swami. 

Samartha Sadguru Sainaath Maharaj Ki Jai 
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Chapter 5- The temple for all 

  

My dad was very fond of our new Sai temple and used to meditate there regularly when he was here. He 

has been meditating for the past 35 years. He gets answers to various questions during his meditation. 

Within a week of meditating in that room i.e around 1st week September 2012, he told me that he could 

actually feel Baba’s presence in that room.  

Baba had indicated to him that it was not us, but He (Baba) had chosen to come here. He also told him 

that He came not only for our family but for the community around. He said that it would soon become a 

temple where His bhaktas (devotees) would come and pray. When my dad told me this, I just brushed him 

off telling him that it was his wishful thinking and that I was not aware of any such interested people who 

would come here.  

Soon it was Navratri (9 day hindu festival worshipping Goddess Durga, Lakshmi and Saraswathi) time 

and I had invited the ladies for chanting Lalita sahasranamam and haldi kumkum on the 18th Oct, 

Thursday at our place. I offered them the haldi kumkum in the prayer room and I was surprised to 

discover so many Shirdi Sai followers who were so delighted to see the Baba statue and the temple.  

I then told them that they were free to come for Baba’s darshan every Thursday or any other time if they 

wanted to, never realising that it would become a regular Baba mandli (gathering) on Thursday evenings 

exactly as my dad had told me.  

Now by His grace the devotees are increasing week by week and some have to be accommodated in our 

living room where I set up a small temporary altar. 

“I will draw my devotees to Me like a sparrow, with a thread tied to its feet.”- Sri Sai Satcharita. 

 “Samartha Sadguru Sainaath Maharaj Ki Jai” 
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Chapter 6- Vishnu Sahasranamam chanting on Thursdays 

 

On the evening of 6th Dec 2012 I could experience one of His divine leelas. I just completed my Saptaha 

(1 week reading) of Sri Sai Satcharita (Shirdi Sai Baba’s life and miracles) that day. When I was on the 

third day reading one of the chapters, I had the strong prompting to ask one of my acquaintances to come 

over that Thursday for Baba’s darshan, since she was suffering from a bad knee pain and was leaving to 

India for treatment.  

She came in on Thursday evening and was enjoying the divine darshan when I just shared with her my 

Thursday routine and casually mentioned that I chant Vishnu Sahasranamam at 6.30pm on Thursdays or 

if I have visitors I just put on the CD at that time. She immediately asked me whether we could chant 

together that evening. So we both chanted the sahasranamam. So what about it?  

My side of story, I was prompted about a month back to start the chanting of Vishnu Sahasranamam on 

Thursday evenings and today was the first day I had someone else chanting with me and that generated 

such good vibrations. I was very glad. Now to her side of story, very interesting. She had been to the 

Serangoon (in Singapore) Baba temple that morning with the intention of chanting Vishnu Sahasranamam 

there and as she began reading it, she couldn’t concentrate as there were loud chantings and other prayers 

on. She had to stop it midway. She did not get any time to chant at her place as well and when she came 

here as I mentioned about Vishnu Sahasranamam, she was very happy and told that she had brought the 

book along with her and wanted to chant here. She was of the firm belief that He wanted her to chant it at 

our place rather than the temple. 

Divine and unexplainable are His ways. It was also a beginning of regular chanting of Vishnu 

sahasranamam at our place on Thursdays. This is followed by the divine Shirdi Dhoop aarti (evening 

aarti), which one of my friend who is a great Sai bhakta leads. He has created a mini Shirdi for Himself 

here. The crowds are increasing week after week. HE basks in the reverence and devotion of so many 

people. 

Praying that He continues to shower HIS blessings on all. 

“Samartha Sadguru Sainaath Maharaj Ki Jai” 
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Chapter 7- Six months on- The prayers continue by His Divine Grace 

By His grace the Thursday programs continued with great enthusiasm even after 6 months since Vishnu 

Sahasranamam and Shirdi aarti had started and wonder of wonders every week atleast 2 new devotees 

came to have the darshan.  

The month of May initially seemed to be a difficult month ie in terms of having this regular prayers at 

home as it was my daughter’s crucial 12th Grade examinations. However I didn’t want any interruption in 

the prayer sessions. One look at the timetable and I realized that exams were on Thursdays and Fridays 

that meant Thursday evening prayers would be disrupted. I had to make a choice of my duty as a mother 

in taking care that she is not disturbed during this period and my love for the Lord and continuing the 

prayer sessions. When one has deep yearning in the mind, He takes care. I left Him to decide. My 

daughter came up with a proposition to have at different timing for the prayers on Thursday ie when she 

was away for the exams. I was glad to hear that, but again the exams were at 2pm.  I immediately 

informed the regular devotees who visited every Thursday regarding the change of timing, though I was 

not sure if anyone would be wanting to come at that time. When He wills things just happen. The 

devotees were thrilled to hear this more because many of their kids had exams as well and they thought 

‘what better time to pray than when the kids were taking the exams’. The usual crowd turned up for all 

the 3 weeks. This is His Leela. His Divine will. He draws bhaktas to Him like a magnet. 

 

After the exams we wanted to have a gratitude puja for Baba to thank Him for blessing all especially the 

kids through the exams and for further always being with them when the children move away to their 

universities. What a grand way He decided to have this done? On 23rd May 2013, the house was 

transformed to a wedding home, people just offering to help in whatever way they could that too with so 

much love and enthusiasm. Our temple was filled with variety of prasads and loads of flowers. The Sai 

Satcharita reading, Sai ashtotram, Vishnu Sahasranamam created such a divine atmosphere. Devotees 

mentioned that they felt they have to do this and were just drawn. They came because they felt so 

connected with Him and not because someone invited them. 

That is the glory of our Divine Master. His ways are indescribable. 

Thanks Lord for giving us an opportunity to offer this humble gratitude puja for you. 

“Anyatha Sharanam Naasti, twameva Sharanam mama, tasmaat Karunya Bhavena Raksha Raksha 

Saieeshwara” 

Samarth Sadguru Sainaath Maharaj ki Jai 
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Chapter 8- Shirdi Sai worship at Sathya Sai Centre Singapore 

 

Tuesdays being my Seva day at Moulmein Sai Centre in Singapore, I was up early on 7th Jan 2014 and 

reached the centre and got busy with the usual work there. That day there was an additional seva for us; to 

dismantle and pack up the Christmas tree placed there.  

When we were busy doing that work, the afternoon sevadal aunty approached me and asked if I could 

help out someone who had just come to the centre. As I was wondering what it was about, I was 

pleasantly surprised to see a lady having a small idol of Shirdi Baba. She wanted to have the idol 

consecrated before she installed it at her home. She was visiting the Sai centre for the first time and I 

guess having seen the board outside as Sai Centre, she just came in to check. In what way could I help 

her? This was the first time I have seen anyone getting any idol for consecration. But I wanted to do 

something for her.  

By the grace of the Lord and thanks to the I-phone, I had a Shirdi Sai app in my phone. I told her to be 

seated in front of the altar and sat along with her and after venerating Lord Ganesha, & Swami, I chanted 

the 108 names of Shirdi Baba followed by Madhyan aarti. Though we were not able to actually perform 

the aarti, I was able to sing along with the app the whole aarti.  

After this, I handed over Swami’s picture and vibhuti to her. She wanted to know the programs at our 

centre as well as where to get Shirdi Sai related books/CDS etc. We were able to help her out with those 

information. 

She was so happy and felt truly blessed. And what about me?? I was in awe and joy, thanking Swami for 

giving me this wonderful opportunity to chant Shirdi Sai Stutis (prayers) at Moulmein. Once again He 

showed me that He and the previous body at Shirdi are the same. Otherwise what is the explanation for 

this? 

Thank You my dearest Lord. 

Samarth Sadguru Sainaath Maharaj ki Jai 
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Chapter 9- 2nd Anniversary of Baba’s homecoming 

 

9th Jan 2014 happened to be the 2nd year of Baba’s idol installation at our home (first chapter mentions 

the home coming of Baba) 

 

                     Baba 2012                                              Baba 2014  

 

The evening was blissful with chanting of Sai Ashtotram (108 names of Shirdi Baba) followed by the 

reading of the 15th Chapter from the Sai Satcharita. As we had about 10 min on hand before starting our 

weekly Vishnu Sahasranama chanting, I thought we could read one more chapter. 

 As I just flipped the pages to see which I should read, the exact page on Baba’s gift of Vishnu 

Sahasranama book to Shama (Chapter 27 of Sri Sai Satcharita) came to my view and I knew Baba is 

indicating me to read the chapter for the benefit of all who come home regularly every Thursday to chant 

the auspicious 1000 names of Lord Vishnu.  

We were all delighted by Baba’s Divine direction. (note the chapter no also 27- adding to 9 :)) 

Samarth Sadguru Sainaath Maharaj ki Jai 
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Chapter 10- Memorable Shirdi Trip- Part 1- Introduction 

 

 

 

I could call the recent trip to Shirdi 4th -5th Feb 2014 as my very first trip to Shirdi to see Lord Sai in His 

previous body; for all practical purposes. Way back in 1976 as a kid I have visited Shirdi with hardly any 

memories. As most of you are aware by now that I have been into Bhagavan Sri Sathya Sai Baba’s 

(Swami) fold for more than 4 decades and Shirdi never drew me despite being born and brought up 

and having lived in Mumbai for the first 25 years of my life (Mumbai is just 4 hrs drive from Shirdi) .  

Most of the Sathya Sai followers know and believe that Shirdi Sai was His previous avatar. Shirdi picture 

would always be in the altar but since I already had the Divine grace of having frequent darshans in 

Swami’s physical form, I never felt the need or desire to visit Shirdi. It was just about getting attached to 

a form of Supreme who you love, respect, adore and worship. So Sathya Sai was that form for me. I 

absolutely had no idea about any prayers in particular for Shirdi Sai or about Shirdi. Guess it was not yet 

time for my Shirdi visit. 

Things changed all of a sudden when the good old man ‘Shirdi Sai’ (in that form of Sai) came into our 

lives with a bang. I have mentioned about Baba’s homecoming in the early chapters. After being installed 

and prayed now in the Shirdi form for the past 2 years at our place, since 9th Jan 2012, He prepared me 

mentally to have His Divine darshan at Shirdi. 

We were intending to visit Shirdi last sometime in 2013, but due to some other commitments, we didn’t 

give that a priority; the fact though; is that He was not yet ready to welcome us to Shirdi. However deep 

down there was a desire to visit Shirdi in early 2014. 

His timings are the perfect timings and His plans are Master plans. 

He gave us lots of indications in the month of Jan 2014 which almost dragged us out to His Lotus feet in 

early Feb. 

Next chapter will describe His amazing ways in which He guided and prepared me for the trip. 

‘Samarth Sadguru Sainaath Maharaj ki Jai” 
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Chapter 10-contd-Memorable Shirdi Trip- Part 2- The Divine Call 

  

 

It is said that when the Divine calls, there is no looking back. In the Sai Satcharita, Baba says “I will draw 

you to Me like a sparrow with a thread tied to its feet”. He did exactly like that for us. He used the threads 

of grace and love to tie our feet. We were made to be aware of this through many Divine indications. 

Early morning on the New year day ie 1st Jan 2014, a neighbour greeted us with new year wishes and 

mentioned that he had been to Shirdi the previous week and when he went there, he remembered us, as 

we had Baba installed in our house and prayed for us. We were very happy to hear that and at the very 

instant my husband told me that it was a call from Baba and tickets had to be booked. That very day we 

booked the tickets to Mumbai for proceeding to Shirdi. 

On 7th Jan, a Tuesday, the day I go to the Sai centre, I was in for a big surprise. I have mentioned about 

this in chapter 8. I was fortunate to perform Shirdi Sai Puja at the Sathya Sai Centre. I was amazed by the 

Lord’s play, again and again indicating me not to differentiate between the forms. I got back home and 

shared this with my husband. Immediately he told me that Baba was preparing me for the Shirdi trip. 

It was as if my husband grasped the indications bang on. 

On 9th Jan, Divine Thursday, was the 2nd anniversary of Baba’s homecoming. I have shared this in 

Chapter 9. That evening my friend aunty was back from Shirdi and gave me the prasadam along with the 

prayer books of Baba. Yet another indication. 

On 12th Jan, Sunday, I was away shopping and unexpectedly received a call from my brother in Mumbai. 

He asked me my plans for the Shirdi trip and I mentioned to him that I would like to be there on the 5th 

Feb for the morning aarti. I was in for the most beautiful surprise when he told me that he was at that very 

moment in Shirdi (a trip unplanned) and that he would do all the aarti and darshan bookings for the 5th 

Feb. I was beyond words to thank my dearest Lord who was making all the arrangements beforehand to 

receive His children. 

On 21st Jan, again a Tuesday, I was at the Sai centre and my fellow Seva dal aunties having seen me 

worship Baba in the centre on the 7th, got their home idol of Baba for being worshipped. They brought 

along all the paraphernalia; fruits, agarbatti and all the puja items. The most surprising or miraculous 

happening that day was, for the very first time at the Sai Centre I had seen someone had left $1.25 at the 

altar. I saw this early in the morning and later when the aunties came with the idol of Baba, I realised that 

Baba had already kept the dakshina ready for His puja. (Usually currency of 1.25) is offered as dakshina 

for Baba.  Amazing are His leelas. The puja was performed with the chanting of ashtotram and complete 

Madhyan aarti. 

Did I need any more indications, blessings or preparations to be at His Divine Lotus feet at Shirdi? 

“Samarth Sadguru Sainath Maharaj Ki Jai” 

http://premaarpan.files.wordpress.com/2014/02/shirdi-sai-1.jpg
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Chapter 9 contd- Memorable Shirdi Trip- Part 3- Divya Darshanam- Sighting the Lord in 

His full glory 

 

 

 

The day finally arrived when the vehicle (both the body as well as the car) was finally on its way to 

Shirdi. My brother had a lovely surprise for me, he told me that arrangements were made for 2 aartis and 

1 darshan at Shirdi in between the 4th evening and 5th morning (I was expecting only 1 aarti and at the 

most one more darshan). However as we proceeded from Mumbai to Shirdi on the early morning of 4th 

Feb, it took us more than 6 hrs to reach Shengnapur. (We were visiting the ‘Shani- Shengnapur’ temple 

dedicated to Lord Shani-Saturn on our way to Shirdi). We had been booked for the evening aarti (Dhup 

aarti) at Shirdi. 

We were to report by 5pm. It was already 4pm at Shani temple and we were 70km away from Shirdi and 

the roads linking the two places were quite bad. The person who was to help us with the darshan needed 

to travel an hour to reach Shirdi temple from his place of residence, so I felt it was really not fair for us to 

make him travel that far if we were unable to reach on time. I told my brother to tell the person not to 

proceed from his place. However my sis in law a great Shirdi follower told that Baba would not accept 

aarti before we reached the temple and to ask the person to proceed as per the plan. 

The vehicle almost flew past the uneven road and dashed the Shirdi gates exactly at 5 pm. Baba had 

ensured that we were present for that evening aarti. My sis n law was right. The person was already 

waiting for us at the gate and whisked us off to a special hall where some devotees had assembled. 

At this point I would like to recollect one of my dream experiences (Sept 2012) wherein I had asked 

Swami, after being so attached to the Sathya Sai form, why was Shirdi avatar suddenly taking a 

predominant place in our lives? I have shared that experience in Chapter 4. Swami had shown me that 

Shirdi and Sathya Sai are same and that I should not distinguish between the forms. I understood the 

meaning of the second part of the dream about Swami giving me Udi and Sugar as per the Shirdi 

tradition, however the first part of the dream was rather puzzling; Swami taking me and my husband 

through a flight of stairs into a big hall and indicating that there was going to be some prayers and 

worship in that place and He would do all the arrangements. I didn’t give much thought to this part and 

didn’t try deciphering it either.  

The mystery however unfolded at that very hall where we were seated waiting for Baba’s darshan before 

proceeding to the main Samadhi place. We had climbed a flight of stairs to reach to this hall and yes, all 

the arrangements for the darshan were made by Him. Otherwise how can I explain the unplanned 3 

darshans instead of just one that too special darshan. The first part of the dream decoded. I could get this 

clear message. I was stunned and beyond words as to how this sweet Lord of mine took so much efforts to 

convince this child of His, the oneness of both the avatars. 

The final and one of the most cherished moments arrived when these eyes were blessed and fortunate to 

see the Lord in His full glory seated on the golden throne. Words cannot express that feeling. I could keep 

looking at Him forever. With His infinite mercy we had fantastic darshan during the Dhup aarti (Sunset 

aarti) on the 4th and for kakad aarti (pre dawn aarti) on the morning of the 5th Feb followed by yet another 

morning darshan. And of course we were given loads of Udi and Sugar too. 

http://premaarpan.files.wordpress.com/2014/02/baba.jpg
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Lord fulfilled my deep yearning so beautifully after making me completely ready for this Divya 

Darshanam. The time had finally come. 

Words fail to thank the love of my dearest Swami. 

‘Bhagavan Sri Sathya Sai Babaji ki Jai.’ ‘Samarth Sadguru Sainath Maharaj Ki Jai 
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Chapter 11- Vibhuti or Udi / Vibhuti to Udi 

 

On 20th Feb 2014, a Thursday evening one of the Sai brothers came to visit us from India. He is Swami’s 

student and a friend of my brother. After exchanging of the usual pleasantries, the conversation soon 

turned to Swami. That was actually the purpose for which brother visited us. We had a lovely sharing 

session where brother shared numerous experiences with Swami and I reciprocated with my usual Parthi/ 

Shirdi connection stories; as our home altar Shirdi Sai idol attracts the most queries from devotees and 

visitors alike. 

As brother was leaving he handed me a packet of Vibhuti which Swami had personally given him. It was 

very kind of him and I was very happy to receive this blessing on a Thursday. As it was quite late in the 

night, I just left the vibhuti packet (without opening) at the altar. 

Next day morning after my meditation, I opened the packet to take some vibhuti for having with water. 

Usually I start my mornings by having vibhuti water. When I opened the sealed vibhuti packet, I was 

surprised to see that it was not like the usual vibhuti from Parthi. It was dark grey and had a slightly rough 

texture. I thought since it must have been some years since Swami would have passed the packet to 

brother, hence the change in color and texture. I didn’t give much thought and had it with water that 

morning. 

This continued for the next 2 days, when my husband suddenly picked up the vibhuti packet on that 

Sunday evening for applying and immediately asked me “How come Shirdi udi is in this packet?” I was 

taken aback. It didn’t occur to me that way.  Immediately I checked old packets from Parthi, udi from 

Shirdi and found that this packet is more similar to ‘Udi’ than vibhuti. I immediately checked with 

brother regarding this and his reply was that it is different from what Swami usually gives and indicated it 

as His Divine play. 

 

(In the picture, the first one is an old packet from Parthi with the usual vibhuti, second one is the Udi from 

Shirdi and third one is what bro gave me.) 

I am very happy with both Vibhuti as well as Udi, but it dawned to me that this is yet another indication 

to show the oneness of both the avatars or is it that He is giving me more material for my work on ‘Parthi 

to Shirdi’?? Baba Maalik 

Thank you Swami for all your love, grace and patience. 

‘Anyatha Sharanam Naasti Twameva Sharanam Mama, Tasmaat Karunya Bhaavena Raksha Raksha 

Saieeshwara’. 

‘Samarth Sadguru Sainath Maharaj Ki Jai’ 

 

 

 

 

 

http://premaarpan.files.wordpress.com/2014/03/img_2477.jpg
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Chapter 11- First Sri Sai Satcharita Parayan 

 

 

                                                  Sai Parayan on 10 April 2014 

6th February 2014 we visited a Sathya Sai centre in one of the places we were on a holiday to. It is our 

practice that whichever country we visit, we make it a point to locate the Sai centre there and attend at 

least one session during our stay. So, this visit was also one such Divine call. 

The centre was beautiful and lot of experiences were shared by the family managing the centre. During 

one such sharing session, they mentioned about Sri Sai Satcharita parayan being conducted once a month 

with great devotion and enthusiasm. I was wondering about their ability to finish 50 chapters of ‘Sri Sai 

Satcharita’ in one day. I have tried to complete the book in 7 days with lot of difficulty. So I was in awe 

when the brother mentioned this monthly event taking place; without any qualms and with such ease. 

We met him the next day also and again a discussion regarding this parayan came up. Then I realised 

there was a purpose behind my coming here and this brother talking about the parayan again. I could hear 

my Swami; my inner voice telling me, “it is time you start this at Singapore at your place” at least once a 

year. It was a clear indication. HE even indicated that around ‘Sri Rama Navami’ time would be ideal to 

have the first session. But I could not even imagine sitting through for 3 to 4 hrs at a stretch forget 

something elaborate and demanding like this marathon session. 

I got back home to Singapore and though at the back of my mind, I didn’t give much thought to it or even 

attempt to think on those lines. If by any chance the thought came by, I would convince myself that it is 

impractical and I can’t do it alone so if it is really His wish He will make it happen whenever He feels. 

Then on 1st April, almost 2 months after my visit, being a Tuesday I went to the Sai centre at Moulmein, 

Singapore for my seva. (Here I would like to mention that most of my Shirdi related miracles have 

happened at Sri Sathya Sai Centre, Moulmein). After our work we have a small satsang among the Seva 

dals and during this time, one of the Seva dal sister asked me out of the blue “Sister, when are you having 

the Satcharita Parayan at your place and whenever you do, please invite me, I will come to help you.” I 

was very surprised to hear this from her as there was no discussion on this topic at all. I looked at 

Swami’s picture there and I could see Him smiling and telling me that it was a reminder for me to do the 

parayan as ‘Sri Rama Navami’ was approaching. 

I immediately took the cue and after getting back home, contacted the brother who was performing the 

monthly parayans, to send me the details of the puja. I didn’t know how I would do it. It was HIS 

indication and HE would handle it. On 3rd April, Thursday evening as the regular devotees came in for 

Vishnu Sahasranamam at our place, I casually mentioned to them about the parayan. One or two of them 

were very happy and readily agreed to come and help out. I was seeing the unseen hand of the Lord at 

work. 

http://premaarpan.files.wordpress.com/2014/04/img_2728.jpg
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                                                             Abhishek for Baba 

 

On 10th April, Thursday just 2 days after ‘Sri Rama Navami’, by the Divine grace we were able to 

conduct the first ever parayan at our place with more than 15 devotees attending and taking turns to read 

the chapters as well as get the preparations ready. The program started with the early morning Kakkad 

aarti (morning aarti before sunrise) and concluded with Dhoop aarti. (evening- sunset aarti). I was in utter 

disbelief regarding my ability to hold on myself for more than 12 hrs without any sign of tiredness. I was 

filled with so much joy and bliss. It is indescribable. About 6-8 of the devotees stayed throughout the 12 

hrs and were filled with so much happiness as well. 

I learnt a lesson here. ‘Follow the Master’s command; don’t question or apply logic, if He has indicated 

something He will make sure that it will be a success’. So dear friends, if you get any such opportunity 

never let it go out of your hands. Have the faith that you are a mere instrument and He is the doer and you 

will see how things just happen. 

 

Words fail to thank the Divine Master for His infinite mercy. 

Samarth Sadguru Sainaath Maharaj Ki Jai 
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